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Fostering connected regional deep-tech innovation 
valleys across the EU

Horizon Europe - European Innovation

Ecosystems
Interregional Innovation Investments

(I3) Instrument

New European Innovation Agenda

Accelerating and strengthening innovation in European 

Innovation Ecosystems across the EU and addressing the 

innovation divide

REGIONAL INNOVATION VALLEYS CALLS



Cohesion Policy and the I3 Instrument

• Development policy with addressing the innovation divide at 

its heart

• 34.5 Bn EUR innovation related funding of which 85% in less

developed and transition regions

• I3 Instrument included in 2021 ERDF regulation to support 

interregional innovation projects and develop EU value 

chains with 570 M EUR for 2021-2027

• I3 as new cohesion policy tool to support and bring together

stakeholders to address the innovation divide



Upscaling from interregional cooperation to 
co-investments

Interregional Innovation Investments

Thematic S3 Platforms

S3 Community of Practice 
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Interregional Innovation Investments (I3) 

Instrument 

• REGIO policy development in multiannual Work-programmes

• Direct management by EISMEA

• Main funding scope: mobilize investments on ground for mature 
innovations

• Target beneficiaries: companies, especially SMEs, and other 4-helix 
partners (e.g. universities, R&I organisations, public authorities, end-users)

• Providing support to projects collaborations based on shared or 
complementary S3 strategies





I3 Strands for support



Thematic priorities - strands 1 and 2a calls

S3



Burning challenges – New European Innovation 
Agenda 
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SMEs, startups, 
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¿Alguna pregunta?


